
THE ASM AND BIOLOGICAL WARFAFE: 

A B r i e f  Chronology 

13 April  1942 The ASM's "War Cormittee on Bacteriology" is formed 
A report  of this date indicates that a program of a c t i v i t i e s  
was drawn up t o  cover several areas, incluling: 

1 October 1943 

"Bacteriological warfare ard ef fec t  o f  warfare upon 

(This i s  the only reference t o  biological warfare in our 
records of t h i s  corrPnittee) 

essent ia l  bacter ia l  processes (gas warfare and s o i l  bacter ia) .  

(1947 1 

mY , 1951 

@ @ 8 June 1952 

A resolution was introduced from the floor of the General 
Wlsiness Meeting, calling f o r  the  internat ional  control 
af' biological weapons. This was referred t o  an ad hoc 
cormnittee t o  see i f  it should be released as coming from 
the society; there  appears to have been no furtkr action. 

(4th International Congress of' Microbiology passes 
a resolution condemning biological warpare.) 

(There may have been a secret technical comdttee on 
biological warfare forrned during this year. 
references i n  the records make it unclear whether or not 
it was an' ASM Cormittee.) 

The few cryptic 

Ad Hoc Cormittee on Biological Warfare fwmd. 

This conmittee repor t s  as the llCbmmittee on Infarmation 
Concerning Civi l  Defense a B i n s t  Biological mr fa re .  
They also publish a resolution i n  the  h g . ,  1951 Newslettm. 

ASM o f f i c i a l s  beBn t o  prepare a response t o  a publish& 
letter from M. Fredmic Joiiot-Qrie,  who accused the U.S. 
of using biological weapons i n  Korea. The response was t o  
stress technical, not m c r d l  issues.  It i s  unclear whether 
the response was ever sent. 

Advisory Cormittee t o  the  Chemical Ccrps (Fcrrt Detrick) 
established. 
over the following years, as the s t ruc ture  of c o m r d  a t  
Ft. Detrick chnges . )  

Nurthern Q l i f a r n i a  Branch requests i n f o m t i o n  on why 
the Ft. D2trick conanittee ex is t s ,  and w h t  are i t s  purposes. 

(The name of this cormittee chnges  f'requently 

A motion fkom 'ihe floar a t  the annual meeting to  disband 
the Ft. Detrick Pdvismy Cormittee ms d e f a t & .  



Biological Urfare Chronology: continted 

*C- 4 my 1968 qi,, /-- 

8 b y  1968 j '0; 
e\ -- 
\.I 
id 

? 1 October 1968 - 
April. 1970 

The Adviscry Cormittee t o  Ft. &t r i ck  recomends that the 
cormittee be dissolved. 
with the c m n d ,  not e th ica l  or mom1 grourds. 

They c i t e  the i r  lack of intihence 

Dissolution of the F t t  &trick Mvisory Cormnittee i s  
approvect by the CPC. The decision is sustained by the 
full C a n c i l  the next day. 

Under urging Porn Ik. Merrill Snyder, the  Business meeting 
votes. tht. the Advisory cornnittee should D e  re instated.  

P h i l  vote of'.the f u l l  Council upholds the dissolut ion.  

Two resolut ions supporting Presl dent Nixon's decision 
t o  end America's involvement with biological warfare 
a r e  passed. 

In  addition, two representatives from the ASM attend the 
Confererne on M t e r i o l o g i c a l  Warfare, held as prt of 
the 10th  I n t e m t i o n a l  Congress of Microbiology. 

mere d o  not appear t o  have been any ac t ions  by the ASM with r e e r d s  t o  
Biological Warwe since L970. 


